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Unit 6:  THE JUDICIAL BRANCH
· I understand the definition of the following terms, their significance in Civics and know associated people, events and examples connected to each:

· plaintiff
· defendant
· prosecution
· precedent
· original jurisdiction
· appeal
· courts of appeals
· appellate jurisdiction
· circuit courts
· judicial review
· judicial activism

· judicial restraint

· opinion

Chapter 10 Section 1 – The Role of the Federal Courts
1. I can explain the purpose of the legal system.

2. I can identify what it means to be entitled to the right to a fair trial and appeal.

3. I can explain the difference between a criminal case and a civil case.
4. I can compare and contrast original jurisdiction and appellate jurisdiction.

5. I can explain who the parties are that are involved in court cases.

6. I can explain what a precedent is and what effects a precedent could have on future cases.

Chapter 10 Section 2 – The Organization of the Federal Courts
7. I can explain the importance of the Judiciary Act of 1789.
8. I can explain the role of district courts in the federal court system.

9. I can explain why the district courts are often referred to as the workhorses of the      federal court system.
10. I can explain what a circuit is in the court system.

Chapter 10 Section 3 – The Supreme Court
11. I can explain the main purpose of the Supreme Court.
12. I can identify why the Supreme Court is the court of last resort in all questions of federal law.

13. I can identify where the vast majority of cases heard by the Supreme Court reach the Court from.
14. I can explain judicial review and the person responsible for establishing judicial review.

15. I can identify the types of cases the Supreme Court hears.

16. I can explain how a person becomes a Supreme Court justice and how long they serve.

17. I can explain why Marbury v. Madison is a landmark court case.

18. I can explain the importance of Miranda v. Arizona.

19. I can explain the importance of Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka and identify which case it overturned.
20. I can identify the President’s most important influence over the Court.
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