I Can Statements







Unit 4:  THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
· I understand the definition of the following terms, their significance in Civics and know associated people, events and examples connected to each:

· Constituents


· Bill



· Interest Groups
· Lobbyists

· Congressional District
· Budget
· Bill of Attainder
· Speaker of the House

· President Pro Tempore

· Floor Leaders
· Pocket Veto 
· Filibuster

· Cloture
Chapter 8 Section 1

1. I can identify who members of Congress are responsible to.

2. I can identify whose needs Congress has to balance.
3. I can identify how many senators and representatives Kentucky has.
4. I can compare and contrast the requirements for senators and representatives.

5. I can explain how each state’s representation in Congress is determined and state the minimum number of representatives per state.
6. I can name the two groups that make up Congress.
7. I can explain the many jobs of Congress and identify which is the most important.
Chapter 8 Section 2
8.
I can explain the five broad powers the Constitution grants to Congress.
9.
I can explain the difference between a legislative power and a non-legislative power and give examples.
10.
I can discuss the limits on Congress powers.
11.
I can explain a writ of habeas corpus.
12.
I can explain the elastic clause.
13.
I can discuss where impeachments occur and how many presidents have been impeached.
Chapter 8 Section 3
14.
I can explain why a system of committees is necessary in Congress.
15.
I can explain how Congress overrides a President’s veto. 
16.
I can list the steps in a bill becoming a law and explain why bills go through so many steps.
17.
I can identify what group of people can introduce a bill.
18.
I can identify three ways to try to stop a bill from becoming a law.

19.
I can explain how a bill dies in committees.

Chapter 8 Section 4
20.
I can identify what compromise bills result from.
21.
I can identify what happens if a majority party cannot stop a filibuster.
I can answer the following:
· Discuss why groups of people, including lobbyists, constituents, and floor leaders, influence the actions of a member of Congress.

· Contrast standing committees and conference committees. Give an example of the type bill that might be sent to each committee.
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